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Appleton,  Wis. 
11  July  1933 


I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  you  will  answer  for  me    as 
many  of  these  questions  as  you  can  without  trouble  ,  returning 
them  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient.    I  am  leaving  town  for  the  rest 
of  the  summer  next  week  and  hope  to     use     some  of  this  information 
in  Indiana  before  my  return. 


en  was  the  name  of  Jonesboro  changed  to  Gen try ville  ?       I 
find  on'y  Jonesboro  on  the  Civil  far  maps. 

Is  Slijah  Grigsby     still  living  ,  and  oan  you  tell  me  anything 
of   the  reliability  of  his  recollections  ?       He  located  for  me 
some  years  ago  ,   three  Lincoln  homes     near  Little  Pigeon  very 
definitely,  while  two  only  are  usually  described. 

Can  you  send  me  or  can  you  tell  me  if   there  exists  anywhwere  a 
map  of  the  Little  Pigeon  settlement,   showing  the  exact  location 
of  the  "half-faced  camp",    the  church,     mill,  and  all   the  many 
sites  which     Grigsby     located  for  me,  apparently  with  certainty. 

s^Zvlajl*£^u4  *y*T~+fL  dub*.  j^^t^Uu    Le-^JX^  *  ' 

Is  the  Buckthorn  valley  so  called  to-day  and  is   it  the  valley 
of  Little  Pigeon  ?    a 

As   I  recollect  the  Little  Pigeon  Church  is  about  1  |     miles 
from  the  Gentryville  P.O.     Is  this  correct  ? 

Is     the  Church  about  Worth  East     from  Gentryville  ?     If  not, 
please  give  the  direction. 

Id  the  site  of  the  "half-faced  camp"  about  half  a  mile  south  of 
the     Little  Pigeon  Church  ?     a  a 

H?ho   is  best   informed  as  to  the  Lincoln  s  I  tes  and  history   in 
Dale,  Gentryville,  or  Lincoln  City  ? 

por  your  help  I  shall  thank  you  most  sincerely 

Truly  yours 
John  B.  MaoHarg 
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19  3  3 


Mr.  John  B.  MacHarg 
226  South  Morrison  St. 
Appleton,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  sheet  of  questions  of  recent  date  was  duly 
received.  Some  of  them  I  cannot  answer.   I  live 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  Gentryville  and 
am  not  familiar  with  some  of  the  things  you  mention. 
I  am  sending  your  list  of  questions  to  Hon.  Albert 
J.  Wedeking  of  Dale,  Indiana,  with  the  request  that 
he  write  you  about  these  matters. 

Please  feel  free  to  ask  me  about  other  matters  at 
any  time.   I  shall  do  my  best  to  get  answers  for 
you. 


Sincerely  yours 

L.  N.  Hines 
President 

LNHh 
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ROBERT  K     DEVRICKS  -    -  RcairntAD 


TERRE  HAUTE,  INDIANA 


July 

thirteenth 
19  3  3 


Hon.  Albert  J.  Wedeking 
Dale ,  Indiana 

Dear  friend: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  sheet  of  questions  from 
Mr.  MacHarg  of  Appleton,  Wisconsin.   I  have  written 
him  to  the  effect  that  I  am  sending  the  questions 
to  you  with  the  request  that  you  write  the  answers 
on  the  sheet  and  return  it  to  him.   I  cannot  answer 
some  of  the  questions.   Anything  you  can  do  for  this 
man  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

I  hope  you  are  all  right  in  every  way. 

With  best  wishes  to  you,  I  am 


Yours  very  truly 

L.  N.  Hines 
President 

LNHh 

P.S.  —  I  am  enclosing  a  stamped  envelope  from 
Mr.lVlacHarg. 
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July  13th, 1953. 

John  B.McHarg, 

Appleton,Wls. 

Dear  Sir:- 

The  site  of  Jonesboro  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
west  of  Gentryville;  The  brick  residence  of  Colonel  William  Jones, 
Lincoln's  employer,  is  still  standing  and  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
George  B.Bullock.  The  store  site  adjoins  it  and  Is  marked  by  a  stone. 

I  do  not  know  if  Elijah  Grigsby  is  still  living  or  his  reliability 
for  truth  and  veracity.  The  old  foundation  stones  of  the  Old  Pigeon 
Baptist  church  may  be  be  seen  in  the  graveyard  near  the  present  church, 

A  splitoff  from  the  old  church  is  called  Little  Pigeon  ^aptist  church, 
the  disagreement  was  on  account  of  foreign  missions; this  church  is 
about  a  mile  from  the  Old  Pigeon  church, where  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a 
member.  I  do  not  know  of  any  map  of  the  Little  Pigeon  settlement, Mrs, 
Maas,a  daughter  of  ueorge  Bullock  prepared  a  map  of  Jonesboro  as 
evidenced  by  the  old  foundation  stones  and  chimneys  still  shown  on 
the  site  of  Jonesboro. 

Gentry ville  was  not  known  in  Lincoln^  day.  It  was  laid  off  later. 

1  cannot  say  if  the  Buckthorn  valley  is  so  called  locally.  It  is  the 
valley  of  Little  Pigeon  creek. 

Little  Pigeon  church  is  not  the  Lincoln  church, it  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  old  church, which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
State  park, and  about  half  a  mil©  south  of  the  grave  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln.  Lincoln.  City  is  about  east  of  ^entry ville  2|-  miles. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  half  faced  camp  was  half  a  mile  from 
the  marker  of  the  Lincoln  cabin  which  is  south  of  the  first  cabin. 

Mrs.^eorge  B.Bullock  could  probably  inform  you  as  to  who  is  the  best 
informed  on  Lincoln  sites  and  history  in  the  vicinity  of  ^entryville, 
her  address  would  be  ^entryville . 

Yours  truly, 


^^-v^L^ , 


For  your  convenience  I  onoloss  an  envelope  with  my  August  address.    I 
am  leaving  for  Colorado  early  to-morrow.   (  Bailey,  Colo.) 


31  July  19.. 

O.V.Brown,   BMU 
Dale,    Indiana 
ar  Bir   i 

ffetotsgo  the  <t0tejtto9$  of  President  Hlnee  of  Terra 
Haute  and  the  Hon.  A«J»9odokin'  «     I  tee  informed  that  you  k&ve 
r.r ©pared  a  map  of  the  "T  1  hope  means  th« 

Lincoln  sitoc*  in  tbs*  >v  I  o£  Dale  afid  Lincoln  City*  f|e7>try» 

villo,   etc.        I  have  $0f*$  &atfn  a  map  snowing   the  Tuucas  of   that 
neifphboThhcd  eonneoied  with  Li        !*•    life.       I  shorn  much 

pleased  to  ootftj  gbo  m^p  ana  fee  ->e  you  may  oe  willing; 

to  **!%€  •.  *       ••  tptf  the 

field©  wltn  Ktijal  I?   fSftA  me  OfeowHI  me  the  ©pots  familiar  to  h  im 

rooollootioft  and  terad.lt lea.     Kc  eeemod  to  locate  the 
B  half- faced  campw    with  oe^-tainty.      X  hope  your  map  r«   it. 

He  was  oew tain    apparently  of  otfcex  thing©  of  which 
fOOOrC     i     111  saolOSO  an  exooffpt  from  my  notes  and  should  b<?  pleas- 
ed 1  wtXX  oommant     upon  this  matter. 

I  should  like  to  visit     Indiana  again  and  locate     some  of  the 
plaoey  definitely  before  it  is  too  late  to  find  then*. 
if  I  would  btf  likely  to  find  you  at  home  early  in  gOptsmbe?  a 
wl '  to  assist  me.     2  ttM  not  oure  ttaM  I  cap  mate 

out  shall  endeavor  to  do  so* 

For  your  assistance  I  shall   than  you  sincerely. 

Very  truly  yours 


i 


Utement  if  JSll^ah  G»ig»by  to  John  B.  MaoFarg 
36  June  1939 


"Tfcn  Lincoln1  a  bad  three  home*  near  Gentryv.  *'    t      The  fix  f- 

v;as  half  a  milts  eoutfc  ft**  P  *•**  »»*** 

wac  the  acho<  the  aijfejt/of  whiol:   the  ren&ine  <.      *h< 

wall  02?  oier.-.rn  *4a*bl*t     Nkf  (hBUfi  eovtfcweat  la  thy 

o  n  ti .  Rfrn*T  d  Ro I sa ,  ( Of  need  R  *  0*1  •  by .  ) 

year*  Ottawa  a&Ottt  W  6  53  .      (We  *« 

vial  tee1  the  aid  a till f  and  tin         i  twwMtW«d  adtel,  aleo, 
at;  '    '"  --*  Grigsbys. 

eald  &  !  orn  1  I    '  *  larr 

field,     flu  leattotiod'  la  ROM  a  taoaatl*  plj  9» 

ta*.  i  .      It   is  •  J   la  with  cam  art  a  a  a  fence  abo         t) 

Aftv«  toe*  la  tfee  fef  ced  can-n  near  which  the  Lincol 

ol eared  ail  or   eight  acres  of   land,   they  moved  to  a  alte  one 
quarter  of  ft  nile  east  and  a  little  north  of  Pigeon  Church.     Here 
Thomas  built  a  cabin  of  ten  or  tfcelwa  inch  •oapline*-     It  t*t 

ao  large  ae  the  third  o«.bin  a,  Lincoln  City.     I   t 
fourteen  by  elxteea  feet  i     A  it  served  ae  a  door. 

It  had  no  wln4owe#     A  mud  eh.ijr.aey  built  witfc  pclaa  and  a&ioke  a 

on  the  waat  end.     The  ZLlncolne  1  iv-d  her  t  two  fm      «         mp  1 

« 

an  aura  'sr  eaid  they  lived  fc  bout  tw< 

The?  cl  ■■  •     I  -r  the  houee  wall.     I  want  to 

it  with  «y  gr a adf attar,  aid  it.  I  6  burned 

do-vn  about   •¥•  4  t  *n  year8  old.      The  wocda  bume  I  aet 

fire  to  -ft  of  th  -     0  6  camp  and  sen - olhouae*      fil  y 

burned  up  about  the  same  time.      I  aaw  them,  and  I  can  make  aff  idavt 
that  what  I  say  is   true.     My  father  tolci  about  the  Lincolna   '  iving 


a 


whotfc  I   told  .      The  Llatt&a  cabir  at  .Lined  r.  City  ,  T  Oi  i  to 

^  •     l              iM  beciv?"'  c-r   It.      I  «           :: I  -rnad.     So, 

i  U  03                       d  Iff*   I  '•*•  S3? eat 

.     Tht.  3«*tr      ■    >s  C«Bat«ry  i*  »o  | 

got  fchtfouftfu  Mm.   tta&fef  o^^  M£J   you  all  ab 
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